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Giani Kesar Singh Ji Reehal 


(1926 - 1971) 


A devout Sikh, Passionate about Gurbani and Kirtan, an 
accomplished Ragi, a gifted performer of Gurbani Path 
and a prominent person in the Sikh and Namdhari 
Community. 


Haricharan Singh Reehal 


Jagir Singh Reehal 
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GIANI KESAR SINGH JI REEHAL 


Giani Kesar Singh Reehal (1916 - 1971) was the son of 
Sardar Bhagat Singh and Mata Laaj Kaur Reehal. He was born in 
the village of Gunachaur, near Banga in district Jallander. He was 
the eldest of four children. His siblings were the late S$ Gain Singh 
Reehal, late Mrs Parkash Kaur Panesar and late S Bhajan Singh 
Reehal. After his education in Gunachaur and Khankhana village, 
he started work as a bricklayer and carpenter and quickly became 
skilled in these trades. At the age of 16 years, he was married to 
Bibi Pritam Kaur Gill, the daughter of Sardar Ganda Singh and Mrs 
Paremi of village Bakapur in district Hoshiarpur. 


From an early age, Giani Ji was drawn to the company 
of saintly people, Gurbani and Gurbani Kirtan. He studied both 
Gurbani Kirtan and correct recital of Gurbani under the guidance 
of his teacher, Giani Khem Singh Punn. He cultivated a deep- 
rooted love of Sikh scripture and became widely read. Giani Ji’s 
love for, and knowledge of, Gurbani was extensive and he was 
able to recite many Banis from memory, including the lengthy 
Sukhmani Sahib. Also, his knowledge of ragas was so extensive 
that during Akhand Paths, he recited Gurbani in the exact ragas 
that the Gurus had composed it in. 


As a young man Giani ji travelled to, and worked in, 
several towns and regions in India including Lahore, Rawalpindi, 
Simla, Calcutta, Kamalpur and Assam. He was very fond of making 
pilgrimages to holy sites and every year, wherever he was, he 
returned to Punjab to attend the Hola at Siri Anandpur Sahib. 
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His father had passed away at an early age, so looking 
for wider opportunities, he emigrated to East Africa at the start of 
1943 with his uncle, Sardar Mihan Singh Reehal. Initially he stayed 
in Mombasa and performing Kirtan and reciting Gurbani in the 
Mombasa Gurdwara became his daily routine. Whilst there, Sardar 
Kishan Singh, a prominent Gursikh from Uganda who was visiting 
Mombasa, heard Giani Ji and was so impressed that he persuaded 
Giani Ji to move to Uganda. Eventually Giani Ji settled in Kampala 
with his wife and called the rest of his family from India to join him. 
It was in Kampala that his three children, Haricharan Singh, 
Amritpal Kaur and Jagir Singh, were born. He worked as a building 
supervisor for Hunts Motors of Kampala for about 16 years. 


Giani Ji had a magnetic personality and deep wisdom. 
He became a highly respected member of the Sikh community in 
Kampala and East Africa and formed deep and long-lasting 
friendships with many individuals and societies, particularly the 
Ramgarhia community. He regularly recited Kirtan and Gurbani at 
the Ramgarhia Gurdwara in Kampala and performed numerous 
Anand Karaj ceremonies. He was regularly consulted by the 
community on a wide range of issues. 


During the 1950's Satguru Partap Singh Ji blessed East 
Africa with their darshan on several occasions. They also visited 
Uganda and Giani Ji became a devotee of Satguru Ji during one 
of the early dauras. Satguru Ji bestowed great blessings on Giani 
Ji often listening to him performing kirtan. During one of the 
dauras, Satguru Ji heard Giani Ji reciting Gurbani at an Akhand 
Path and were very impressed. This led to deep religious dialogues. 
One of Satguru Ji’s instructions to Giani Ji was to perform 101 
Sahaj Paths of Gurbani within 10 years. Giani Ji completed this task 
well before the 10 years were up. 
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With Satguru FPartap Singh Ji discussing Gurbani, Kampala 1959 


Giani Ji played a prominent role in the Namdhari 
community and was the President of the Namdhari Sangat 
Uganda during the 1959 Hola Mohala held in Kampala in Satguru 
Ji’s presence. The East Africa Namdhari Sangat performed great 
seva in the organisation and delivery of this hugely successful and 
memorable event. Giani Ji played a key role with other members 
of the Kampala Namdhari Sangat including Suba Avtar Singh 
Chana, Sant Kharak Singh Bhamra, Sant Rattan Singh Ghataorhe, 
Sant Sarwan Singh Kalsi, Sant Kartar Singh Chana, Sant Bawa Singh 
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Chana and others. Giani Ji’s influence and bonds in the wider Sikh 
community in Kampala led to full cooperation by the community. 





Hola Mohala, Kampala 1959. Stage secretary seva during Kavi 
Darbar 
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In Satguru Fartap Singh J's presence. In tront of Giant 
Ji, sitting on the floor ts Suba Avtar Singh Chana 
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With Satguru Partap Singh Ji, Thakur Dalip Singh A and members 
of East Africa Namdharl Sangat 
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and receiving instructions from Satguru Si 
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When Uganda gained independence in 1963 Giani Ji 
could see the uncertain times ahead and moved from Kampala to 
the UK with his eldest son. They arrived in Leeds where his 
youngest brother, Sant Bhajan Singh Reehal, and other members 
of the family were already settled. The rest of the family joined a 
few months later. He very quickly became a prominent member of 
the Sikh community in Leeds. As well as regularly performing Kirtan 
at the Sikh Temple on Chapeltown Road, and at people’s houses, 
he taught classical Kirtan and took part in many Akhand Paths. For 
all this service to the community, he never took a penny. He was 
also the first officially appointed Registrar of Marraiges at the Leeds 
Sikh Temple. 


Giani JI was always passionate about furthering the 
Ramgharia cause and, together with other prominent members of 
the community, mobilised and encouraged the Ramgharia 
community in Leeds to establish their own premises and place of 
worship. The Ramgharia Board Leeds was established in 1966 and 
Gaini Ji was appointed a Trustee and Founder Member and given 
the honour of performing the ribbon cutting ceremony at the 
opening event. 
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Cutting the ribbon during the opening ceremony of Ramgharia 
Board Leeds in 1966 
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The Namdhari cause was very dear to Giani Ji’s heart 
and he continued to serve Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji after Satguru 
Partap Singh Ji left this earth for Their heavenly abode. With 
Satguru Ji’s blessings the Namdhari Sangat was established in 
Leeds and weekly programmes initiated in the homes of Sangat 
members. Giani Ji was instrumental in spreading Satguru Ji’s 
teachings, with many families joining the Sangat. 





In Leeds with members of the Namdharl Sangat. Mid 1960s 


Giani Ji played a key role in arranging the first UK daura 
of Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji in 1967 with Sant Kharak Singh Bhamra. 
Shortly afterwards Satguru Ji appointed Giani Ji as President of the 
Namdhari Sangat UK, a role he fulfilled until his untimely passing 
in April 1971. 
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my 


With Satguru Jagjit Singh Nt during the first UK daura, 1967 
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pia,” 


fms athe 
eat BD lO ce! 





sad va 2 AdHS oath A Pa Hat Hs wars fiw ses 3 ag 
He. Ha wane fu caifomn 31 fee 8S os Gx wy annrst arg 
ga. 2 yors femrat ane fur) 


With hazoorl raqgis Sant Darshan Singh Khazan Singh 
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Throughout his life, Giani Ji’s love of music never 
waned. He had become close friends with Pandit Tirath Ram 
Sharma of Leeds and together with Sharma Ji, they formed the 
Leeds Classical Music Association. This association hosted many 
concerts by leading artists of the time from India and Pakistan. 
Some of the famous names included Ustads Salamat Ali Khan, 
Fateh Ali Khan, Amjad Ali Khan, Shaukat Hussain, Rabi 
Chakraborty and many others. 


Through Sharma Ji, Giani Ji also formed a close 
friendship with Sant Harcharan Singh Randhawa Ji, who was 
based in Hendon at the time and was a close friend and 
acquaintance of Sharma Ji. Subsequently, both Sharma Ji and 
Rhandhawa Ji had the opportunity of being blessed with Satguru 
Jagjit Singh Ji’s pavitar darshan and they became devoted 
Namdharis. Both went on to perform dedicated service for Satguru 
Ji in many areas including classical music. The exemplary seva 
carried out by Randhawa Ji is well Known and he became a 
leading figure in the Southall and UK Sangat. 


Giani Ji introduced many other families to the Namdhari 
panth. He also conducted hundreds of anand karajs in his lifetime. 
His death in 1971 at only 55 years of age came a tremendous 
shock to the Namdhari and Sikh community. 
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